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resolution (H. Res. 1190) providing for 
the adoption of the Senate concurrent 
resolution (S. Con. Res. 70) setting 
forth the congressional budget for the 
United States Government for fiscal 
year 2009 and including the appropriate 
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2008 
and 2010 through 2013, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2054 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Speaker, I seek unanimous 
consent to remove my name as a co-
sponsor of H.R. 2054, the Universal 
Service Reform Act of 2007. My name 
was listed due to a clerical error. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SYMPATHY EXTENDED TO 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to join my col-
leagues in offering my deepest sym-
pathy and that of the constituents of 
the 18th Congressional District to the 
people of Mainland China, the People’s 
Republic of China, for the enormous 
tragedy that they are now facing. 
There are 12,000 expected dead and 
more, some 19,000 still buried. And 
what has been the singular tragedy is 
innocent children sitting in their class-
room seats and having a building col-
lapse upon them. 

We are told that if this earthquake 
had occurred in the United States, it 
would range from Maine to Arizona. We 
can imagine the enormity of this tragic 
situation. I would hope that the United 
States is moving quickly to be of as-
sistance and that we will keep the peo-
ple of China, the People’s Republic of 
China, in our thoughts. 

And as we offer them our prayers and 
thoughts, let us be reminded of those 
in the United States who suffered 
through the terrible tornadoes that our 
country has been experiencing over a 
period of time. I hope we will keep all 
in our prayers. 

f 

RON STONE, TEXAS NEWSMAN 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the Eyes 
of Texas are shining tonight on the life 
and legacy of Houston news legend Ron 
Stone. Stone died today at the age of 
72. 

For 30 years, Ron Stone was a fixture 
on Houston television and the host of 
one of my favorite shows, the Eyes of 
Texas, featuring the real-life stories 
about unique people and places of our 
great State. 

Though he had countless awards to 
mark his contributions in the media 
industry, it was his down to earth, 
folksy style that endeared him to audi-
ences all across the Houston area. 

He was born in Oklahoma, but Stone 
came to Houston in the 1960s, and his 
love for Texas took root then. He said 
he wasn’t born in Texas, but he got 
there as fast as he could. After retiring 
from KPRC in 1992, he continued to 
leave his mark on the industry. He was 
a recognized filmmaker, author of sev-
eral books on Texas history and con-
tinued his dedication to our commu-
nity. 

I met Ron many years ago while I 
was a judge in Houston. It was his per-
sonal approach to news that set him 
apart from others, and captivated audi-
ences for more than 30 years. Ron 
Stone leaves a unique mark on Hous-
ton’s history. May the Eyes of Texas 
forever shine on him and his family. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

b 1930 

LET’S LOWER GAS PRICES 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, to-
night we had a bipartisan vote to sus-
pend deposits in the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve. It’s a great bipartisan 
vote. I join with my Democrat col-
leagues in supporting this legislation. 
The reason why it works is because it 
decreases the amount of consumption 
of oil here in the United States, there-
by bringing prices down because it’s 
the control of supply and demand. 

Well, likewise, I would ask my Demo-
crat colleagues to join with me in in-
creasing domestic production and re-
fining capacity here in the United 
States, which is another way to bring 
prices down for our consumers. We can 
do this in a bipartisan way. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that we join 
together in a bipartisan vote so we can 
lower gas prices for the short term and 
for the long term. 

f 

NATIONAL TRAUMA CENTER 
STABILIZATION ACT 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, to-
night I come to the floor of the House 
to talk about the bipartisan health 
care bill introduced by Mr. TOWNS, Ms. 
BLACKBURN and Mr. WAXMAN. This bill, 
the National Trauma Center Stabiliza-
tion Act, is particularly timely, given 
that this is National Hospital Week. 

While it seems like there’s a special 
observance for everything these days, 
National Hospital Week celebrates the 
vital role hospitals play in our commu-
nities. From delivering our babies to 
treating traumatic injuries, to caring 
for our sick and elderly, our Nation’s 

6,000 hospitals are a critical component 
of the American health care system, 
and the American health care system 
is the best in the world, in part, due to 
the quality of our Nation’s hospitals. 

Because of my background treating 
patients, one of my top priorities in 
Congress is ensuring that the Federal 
Government does its part to maintain 
and improve health care in this coun-
try. This includes strong support for 
our hospitals. 

To this end, the National Trauma 
Center Stabilization Act will help give 
the 500 trauma centers around the 
country the support they need to do 
the critical work they do, 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year. 

Madam Speaker, I took an oath as a 
physician and as a policy maker to 
serve patients and people to the best of 
my abilities. It’s wonderful when these 
two pledges intersect to make produc-
tive policy. The bipartisan National 
Trauma Center Stabilization Act meets 
both of these criteria. There’s no better 
time to sign on than today, during Na-
tional Hospital Week. 

f 

COAL TO LIQUID TECHNOLOGIES 
(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, we 
just took an interesting vote on the 
floor a few minutes ago, and that was 
to stop filling the SPR and make sure 
there’s 70,000 barrels on the market. 
The projections by my friends on the 
other side is that this will affect the 
cost from 5 cents to 25 cents per gallon. 

Just think what putting a million 
barrels of crude oil into the market— 
and we can do that by bringing on 
more supply. 

I’ve been on the floor numerous 
times to talk about coal to liquid tech-
nologies. We have 250 years worth of 
coal in the Illinois coal basin alone. 
Turning that into liquid fuel. 

Of as great importance is the Outer 
Continental Shelf, billions of barrels of 
oil, trillions of cubic feet of natural 
gas, off-limits based upon policies en-
acted here in this House. And if 70,000 
barrels will do 5 to 25 cents a gallon, 
just think what a million barrels of 
crude oil. 

We have one problem. We haven’t 
built a refinery in 32 years. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

HONORING THE CITY OF GREENS-
BORO, NORTH CAROLINA’S BI-
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MIL-
LER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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